Congress of the nited States
Hashington, DE 20515

August 25, 2026

Secretary Markwayne Mullin
Department of Homeland Security
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20032

Acting Director David Venturella
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
500 12th Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Secretary Mullin and Acting Director Venturella,

As Members of the House of Representatives, we write with profound outrage following the
latest death connected to Delaney Hall Immigration Detention Facility in Newark, New Jersey
operated under a billion-dollar contract by GEO Group, a for-profit prison contractor. This tragic
death is part of a broader and deeply troubling pattern of deaths occurring in Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facilities across the country. More than 50 people have
died in ICE custody since January 20, 2025, with additional deaths occurring shortly after
individuals were released from ICE custody.' These deaths raise serious questions about the
conditions in which individuals are being detained, the quality and timeliness of the medical care
they receive, and whether ICE and its private detention center contractors are meeting their
responsibilities to safeguard the health and well-being of people in their custody.

Detention should never be a death sentence. Yet reports from detention centers across the country
have documented delayed and denied medical treatment, failures to provide necessary
medications, inadequate treatment of chronic illnesses, insufficient mental health services, and
dangerous delays in emergency care. More than 300 allegations of medical neglect have been
identified in federal court filings involving individuals detained across at least 33 states.
Detainees have reported going without medications for high blood pressure, diabetes, depression,
epilepsy, Parkinson’s disease, HIV, and other serious conditions, while requests for medical
attention have gone unanswered for weeks as their conditions deteriorated.

These concerns are particularly serious about facilities operated by GEO Group and CoreCivic,
two of ICE’s largest private detention contractors. The federal government cannot outsource its
responsibility to provide adequate medical care, nor can ICE continue paying private companies

! Human Rights Watch, Dying in Detention. June 25, 2026. https://www.hrw.org/report/2026/06/25/dying-in-
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to detain people without holding those companies accountable when serious deficiencies in care
put lives at risk.

At GEO Group’s Delaney Hall operations, detainees and their families have repeatedly reported
difficulty obtaining medications and timely medical treatment.> Members of Congress have
raised these concerns with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) repeatedly, and recent
reporting has described seriously ill detainees being released from the facility while families and
advocates continue to raise questions about the medical treatment they received while in
custody. ICE’s subsequent decision to stop requiring public reporting and congressional
notifications of deaths occurring within 30-days of release makes it even more difficult to
determine whether inadequate medical care in federal custody contributed to these deaths.’

The concerns involving GEO Group are not limited to New Jersey. At GEO Group’s Adelanto
ICE Processing Center in California, a federal court recently ordered significant changes to
conditions at the facility and required independent monitoring of medical care. The order
followed allegations concerning inadequate medical treatment and other conditions that placed
detainees at risk.® Taken together, the documented problems at Delaney Hall and other GEO-
operated facilities demand federal oversight and accountability rather than continued acceptance
of contractor assurances that adequate medical care is being provided.

Serious deficiencies have also been documented at facilities operated by CoreCivic. In February,
cases of measles, a highly contagious virus that spreads in close quarters, occurred in two
CoreCivic detention facilities in Arizona and Texas. Dozens of detainees at CoreCivic facilities
have also complained of hours-long waits to see nurses, only to be turned away and told their
conditions were not serious enough to warrant treatment. Detainees with injuries have reportedly
waited days or even weeks for x-rays, while people with diabetes have struggled to receive
regular access to insulin. Many detainees and their attorneys also reported denial of access to
outside specialists, including oncologists and dentists. Even when detainees are able to see a
doctor and receive a prescription, they are often forced to wait days or weeks for their
medication to be provided.” Infectious disease outbreaks are particularly concerning in detention
settings where overcrowding and inadequate access to medical care can place both detained
individuals and surrounding communities at risk.

At CoreCivic’s California City Detention Facility, these concerns have been substantiated
through independent court oversight. A court-appointed medical monitor recently documented
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delays in medical assessments and treatment, missed medications, and inadequate follow-up
care. The monitor concluded that the facility lacked a reliable system for consistently providing
adequate health care and that these deficiencies placed detainees at risk of immediate and long-
term harm.® A separate investigation by the California Department of Justice found that medical
staffing at the facility had failed to keep pace with the growing detained population. At the time
of the state’s inspection, the facility reportedly had only one physician for nearly 1,000
detainees.’

Similar concerns have been identified regarding facilities operated by other major ICE
contractors. At Winn Correctional Center in Louisiana, operated by LaSalle Corrections, two
detainees died in less than two months this year. A federal inspection identified deficiencies
involving medical care and medical recordkeeping, including failures to maintain updated
treatment documents and laboratory testing records.'® At the Buffalo Federal Detention Facility
in New York, where ICE contracts with Akima Global Services, medical staffing shortages have
contributed to significant delays in care. A 2025 DHS Inspector General inspection found that
staffing shortages resulted in detainees waiting as long as five months for dental care.' At the
Management & Training Corporation operated Imperial Regional Detention Facility in
California, two detainees died over the past year amid concerns about access to medical care as
the population increased. One death, at the detention center in Camp East Montana operated by
Amentum Services Inc, was even ruled to be a homicide by a local medical examiner and the
Government Accountability Office documented preventable deaths and medical neglect in the
facility in a June 2026 report.'

These deaths cannot be viewed in isolation from the documented failures in medical care
occurring throughout ICE’s detention system. Delayed treatment, interruptions in prescription
medications, inadequate medical and mental health staffing, failures to respond appropriately to
serious medical conditions, and gaps in emergency and follow-up care have devastating and fatal
consequences. DHS and ICE have an obligation to determine whether failures in medical care
contributed to deaths in federal custody or shortly after release, make those findings available to
Congress, and hold responsible officials and contractors accountable.

Federal standards of care require ICE detention facilities to provide timely and appropriate
medical care to individuals in their custody. Under these standards, detainees must receive a
physical examination and mental health screening within 14 days of arrival. Detention facilities
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must also have a physician available around the clock, and prescription medications and other
necessary treatments must be provided in a timely manner." Yet a recent investigation into ICE’s
detention oversight system found that facilities continue to receive high inspection ratings
despite reports of serious medical and safety deficiencies, raising more concerns about whether
ICE’s inspection process is effectively identifying and correcting dangerous conditions.'* The
repeated reports of medical neglect across facilities operated by multiple private contractors raise
fundamental questions about whether ICE is adequately enforcing its own requirements and what
consequences, if any, contractors face when they fail to comply.

Accordingly, we request your response to the following:

1. Provide data on access to medical and mental health care provided to individuals in ICE
custody since January 20, 2025, including the average time from intake to initial medical
screening, comprehensive health assessment, receipt of prescribed medications, and the
average response time for routine and urgent medical requests. Identify, by facility, the
number of instances in which required medical evaluations or treatment were delayed and
the length of those delays.

2. Provide, by facility, data on specialty medical care and diagnostic services, including the
number of requests for outside specialists, diagnostic testing, and follow-up
appointments; the number approved and denied; average wait times; and any current
backlogs.

3. Describe in detail ICE’s procedures for ensuring continuity of prescription medications,
including medications prescribed before detention and time-sensitive medications such as
insulin, HI'V medications, seizure medications, psychiatric medications, anticoagulants,
and transplant medications. For each facility, identify the number of documented
medication interruptions, and any current backlogs in filling or administering
prescriptions.

4. Provide, by facility, data on serious medical emergencies in ICE custody since January
20, 2025, including hospitalizations, emergency-department visits, suicide attempts,
overdoses, cardiac events, seizures, and other life-threatening incidents. Identify any
instances in which treatment, transportation, or hospitalization was delayed and the
length of the delay.

5. Provide the total number of deaths in ICE custody since January 20, 2025, including the
facility, date, cause of death when known, and whether the death remains under
investigation. How many deaths involved documented medical complaints or concerns
about the adequacy or timeliness of medical care? Provide autopsy results and other
records for every death in ICE custody, or an explanation of why an autopsy was not
conducted.

3 Immigration and Customs Enforcement, National Detention Standards 2026.
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management/2026

1 Project On Government Oversight, Inside ICE’s Broken System for Inspecting Detention Facilities. August 18,
2026. https://www.pogo.org/investigates/inside-ices-broken-system-for-inspecting-detention-facilities
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Identify all individuals since January 20, 2025, who were released from ICE custody or
transferred to another facility after experiencing a serious medical emergency or while
hospitalized. For each individual, provide the facility and facility operator, date and
reason for the release or transfer, the individual’s medical condition at the time, and
whether the individual subsequently died.

Describe ICE’s mental health and suicide-prevention procedures, including screening
requirements, suicide-watch policies, available interventions, and the number of
individuals identified as being at risk of suicide since January 20, 2025.

Provide current medical staffing levels and vacancies at each ICE detention facility,
including physicians, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, mental health
professionals, dentists, and pharmacists. Are licensed medical professionals available
onsite 24 hours a day at each facility?

Identify the private contractors responsible for providing medical, mental health, and
pharmaceutical services at each ICE detention facility and describe how ICE monitors
their performance. How many medical care violations have resulted in corrective actions,

financial penalties, contract modifications, or contract termination since January 20,
20257

Describe ICE’s process for inspecting and enforcing compliance with applicable
detention standards, including the number of medical-care deficiencies identified since
January 20, 2025, the number that remain unresolved, and the corrective actions required.

What mechanisms are available to detained individuals and their attorneys to report
inadequate medical care or violations of detention standards, and what protections are in
place against retaliation?

What steps has ICE taken to address systemic concerns regarding medical care,
medication access, staffing, serious medical emergencies, and deaths across its detention
system, and what additional measures does the agency plan to implement?

Identify all ICE detention contracts executed, amended, or renewed since January 20,
2025, that include provisions stating or asserting that state or local laws, regulations,
licensing requirements, inspections, or enforcement actions “shall not apply” to the
detention facility. Why is ICE attempting to prevent state and local authorities from
independently inspecting these facilities?

As Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security and Acting Director of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, you both have the authority and responsibility to address the serious
deficiencies at these facilities. If they cannot be operated in compliance with federal law and the
Constitution, GEO Group, CoreCivic, and any other private contractors should not continue to
profit from taxpayer dollars, and the detention centers must be closed. We expect your prompt



response no later than Tuesday, September 1st. As Members of Congress, we remain prepared to
exercise our constitutional oversight authority to ensure that detainees are treated humanely and
federal law is faithfully executed.

Sincerely,
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Analilia Mejia
Member of Congress
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Danny K. Navis
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Glenn F. Ivey
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr. f
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

LaMonica Mclver
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

André Carson
Ranking Member, Aviation
Subcommittee

Maxine Dexter, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress




A

Ro Khanna

Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Naj?Krishn moorthi
Member of Congress

e

Ze Neguse
embler of Congress

Bill Foster
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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