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Dear Executive Director Beal,

I write to share my feedback regarding the Atlantic Striped Bass Board’s recent announcement of
changes to the species’ 2025 management measures. Specifically, I am concerned that the State
of New Jersey may be regulated in a group with other Northern states, which would make stock
rebuilding measures more difficult and unnecessarily penalize New Jersey’s fishing industry.

Meeting the stock rebuilding deadline of 2029 is important to the future of the species, as well as
the industry and culture that depend on healthy stocks of Atlantic Striped Bass. If the Board
determines cuts are necessary, a more appropriate framework to achieve shared goals would be
to regulate New Jersey as a separate region. It is my understanding that the Atlantic Striped Bass
Board is currently considering fishing closures to achieve a 14 percent reduction for a region that
reaches from Massachusetts to New Jersey in November and December — my state’s best season.
It is critical that the Board consider that the fish do not arrive from the North along the Jersey
Shore until this time of year. As a result, the seasonal closure would wholly benefit our northern
neighbors at the expense of New Jersey’s industry and culture. This is simply unfair.

Several years ago, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission regulated New Jersey as a
separate region to equitably achieve Summer Flounder stock rebuilding efforts and I believe that
remains an appropriate model for Atlantic Striped Bass management measures. As its own
region, New Jersey can achieve the necessary cuts without causing disaster.

I hope you will agree that this framework will help us achieve both environmental and economic
goals. Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

FRANK PALLONE,"JR.
Member of Congress



