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Dear Mr. Rootes-Murdy,

I write today regarding the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Draft
Addendum XXVII to the Summer Flounder, Scup and Sea Bass Fishery Management Plan. This
addendum proposes actions relating to two important fisheries in New Jersey, summer flounder
and sea bass. Summer flounder and sea bass are two of the most important recreational fish to
resident and non-resident anglers.

Recreational fishing directed at summer flounder and sea bass is a critical component of
the state's economy. My district has thousands of private anglers and attracts individual anglers
from all over the nation. These anglers support local small businesses and drive the coastal
economy of my home state. It is critical for New Jersey to receive fair treatment in the
development of restrictions placed on key recreational species.

With respect to summer flounder, I request the Commission adopt Regional Option 2B:
New Jersey Delaware Bay Proposed Region. This option will enable New Jersey to become its
own region and allow anglers to have a more equitable size limit within the Delaware Bay area.
As the Commission considers the timeframe for summer flounder measures, I request the
Commission adopt option 1, which would hold that this addendum expires at the end of 2016.

Further, I support a less restrictive quota than the proposed 23% reduction that is
included in the draft addendum for recreational sea bass harvest. There continues to be a
troubling lack of confidence among fishermen and many fisheries managers in the data that
guide stock assessments. As Congress considers reauthorization of the Magnuson Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the reliability of data collection remains one of our
primary concerns. We must ensure that inaccurate and out of date science is not guiding
decisions to needlessly restrict fisheries.

Recreational anglers in New Jersey and along the Atlantic Coast deserve fair quotas
based on sound science. According to NOAA Fisheries, commercial and recreational fishing
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supported approximately 1.7 million jobs in 2012. New Jersey’s relies greatly upon this critical
industry. I appreciate your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

T ol

FRANK PALLONE, JR.
Member of Congress



